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                                 CELTA Pre-interview Task

Complete all the activities in this task and enclose it with your application form. 
CELTA applications must be entirely your own work and must not be completed, rewritten or enhanced using AI tools. Applications are monitored for the use of AI, and evidence of AI assistance may affect the outcome of your application.
If necessary, use a grammar book to help you.
1. Parts of speech
Match the underlined words with the parts of speech.           Fill in the grid below.

1. I went to the cinema yesterday.



a)    noun

2. He plays tennis very well.




b)    adverb

3. I ’m going to the station.




c)     verb

4. I’m going to the supermarket.



d)    preposition

5. Could I have a ticket please?




e)    definite article

6. She put the baby to bed.




f)     indefinite article

7. Cambridge is a beautiful city.



g)    adjective

	1  =
	2  =
	3  =
	4  =
	5  =
	6  =
	7  =


2.    The tense system
a) Match the underlined words with the tenses below.
For many years now we  (1) have been referring   to English as a global language. Everybody seems to be learning English and people all over the world  (2) use  English as a means of communication in all areas of education, work and technology. By the end of this century English  (3) will have become  the second language of all the people in the world. This is happening while (4) I’m speaking   to you. We can’t be certain of how long the process  (5) will take  but there is no doubt that it will happen.    English  (6) began its development in Great Britain and spread across the globe through the Commonwealth nations. The main feature of the English language that (7) has made  it  so popular globally, is its adaptability. The English language has taken on words from many other languages and cultures, giving it its great diversity. 
	Tense
	No.
	
	Tense
	No.

	
	
	
	
	

	Present Simple

	
	
	Present Perfect Continuous
	

	Present Continuous
	
	
	Future Simple
	

	Past Simple

	
	
	Future Perfect
	

	Present Perfect Simple
	
	
	
	


b) Do these sentences refer to the present, past or future time, or a combination of these times?  (You don’t need to give the name of any tense here, just when you think it is talking about). 
	1. They arrive in Sydney on Sunday.
	

	2. I’ve been working here for 3 months.
	

	3. She’s locked herself out.
	

	4. He’s seeing the doctor later this afternoon.
	

	5. I wish I had more money.
	


3.   Correcting Student Errors 

Each of the exchanges below contains a grammar or vocabulary mistake.     For each one:

A)  underline the mistake
B)  write the corrected version in the space provided

C)  write how you would make the correction clear. (Use simple terms, as if you were speaking to a 
     student of English)
For example:
A  “I’d like some informations about your courses.”

      

    
     “Certainly, here’s our brochure.”
             

B   “I’d like some information about your courses.”
           
             C   “Information” is an uncountable noun in English. This means it doesn’t 
                                         have a plural form.
1)    A   “Have we got any milk?”  

          “Yes, I’ve been to the shop yesterday.”
      B  ___________________________________________________

      C  ___________________________________________________

2)   A   “Why didn’t you answer the phone?”

           “Because I watched TV ”.
      B  ___________________________________________________

      C  __________________________________________________
3)    A   “Is Dave ill?  He’s lost a lot of weight.”

           “Yes, he is very slender these days.”

       B  ___________________________________________________

       C  ___________________________________________________

4)    A   “Did you see the match last night?”        
          “Yes, it was very excited wasn’t it?” 
       B  ____________________________________________________

       C  _____________________________________________________

4.    Helping students understand differences in meaning
Comment on the differences in meaning between the following pairs of sentences.  In each case, outline how you might teach these differences in meaning to a language learner.
1. (A) If I win the lottery, I’ll buy a new car.     (B) If I won the lottery, I’d buy a new car.   

	Comment on the differences in meaning


	How might you teach the differences in meaning?




2. (A) The house was very isolated.  B  The house was very secluded.

	Comment on the differences in meaning


	How might you teach the differences in meaning?




3. (A)  Make me a cup of tea, will you?   (B)  Could you make me a cup of tea, please?

	Comment on the differences in meaning


	How might you teach the differences in meaning?




5.   Phonology 

1) Word stress

Every word with more than one syllable has one syllable which is normally stressed above the others. This is called primary stress.

e.g. Italy = Ooo,     Japan = oO,     Australia = oOoo,     England = Oo

Using ‘o’ for each syllable and ‘O’ for the stress,  mark the primary stress on the following words:

	information
	
	engineer
	

	photography
	
	catastrophe
	

	comfortable
	
	successful
	


2) Sounds

English spelling and pronunciation can be irregular at times, causing difficulties for learners of English. 
Look at the groups of words below and decide which word in each group has a different sound.  
Just focus on the underlined part of the word.
E.g. 
    rough     cough     enough        tough

answer =    cough
	1
	ordinary
	boring
	story
	work

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	walk
	fast
	pass
	ask

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	since
	tidy
	like
	bite

	
	
	
	
	

	4
	home
	hour
	holiday
	have

	
	
	
	
	

	5
	water
	watch
	twin
	two

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	show
	how
	slowly
	flow


	1  = 
	2  =
	3  =
	4  =
	5  =
	6  =


6.   Your Learning Experiences 

On a separate sheet of paper write approximately 300 words, in your own handwriting, describing a    learning experience you have had that was
1) Successful    or
2) Unsuccessful

Say why you saw the experience as successful or not.

7.   Coping with the course

Please make comments regarding how well you think you’ll cope with the aspects of the 
course listed below.

	Planning and preparing lessons
	

	Practical teaching during teaching practice
	

	Giving and receiving constructive criticism during TP feedback
	

	Completing four written assignments
 (each between 750 and 1,000 words) “using written language that is clear, accurate and appropriate to the task”
	

	Being punctual and meeting 

deadlines
	

	Understanding and analysing 

grammar, lexis and phonology for 

teaching purposes
	


Please make a note of any reference books used to help you complete the activities in this task.
Please return this completed task, together with the handwritten piece and application form.

· Email: celta@camre.ac.uk (please scan in or photograph the handwritten piece).
· Postal address:  CELTA Course Tutors, International Office, Cambridge Regional College, Kings Hedges Road, Cambridge, CB4 2QT.  
Please note your application will be processed more quickly by email.
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