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Overview
The Supporting Teaching and Learning in Schools 
NVQs are designed to reflect the activities of 
those who provide direct support for teaching and 
learning in any type of school – primary (including 
foundation stage), secondary, and special or pupil 
referral units.

Who would benefit from this qualification?

This NVQ has been developed to reflect changes 
in support staff roles following implementation 
of workforce reform. They still cover the role of 
teaching assistants but have been broadened in 
scope to include new roles and responsibilities such 
as cover supervision, exam invigilation, pastoral 
care and others.

Course Content

The NVQs can be used by all learning staff whether 
they are:

•	 Full or part-time (16+ hours per week)

•	 Permanent or temporary

•	 Employed by the school or local authority

•	 School-based or peripatetic, or

•	 Working in a maintained, non-maintained or 	 	
	 independent school.

This NVQ could be used by volunteer workers (Not 
for Apprenticeships) within the school provided 
they cover a sufficient breadth of responsibilities for 
supporting teaching and learning.

Entry Requirements:

There are no formal entry requirements for 
candidates undertaking this NVQ, however 
employers must ensure that candidates have the 
potential and opportunity to gain evidence for the 
qualification in the work place.
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