
Table 1 Entry Level Foundation/Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

1. WHICH LEVEL?

CRC Courses

2. WHICH COURSE?

Entry Level Foundation/Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

Description of Level
(Many vocational programmes have planned work experience
throughout the course regardless of the level)

Entry Requirements
(Please note that these are general requirements and some
courses may require more specific grades)

Resulting Major Qualifications

Entry level programmes offer an opportunity to begin or
continue learning

Enthusiasm and an interest in the chosen subject
area(s)

College Certificates
OCR – Starting Out
NCFE

Foundation Level courses in vocational areas usually
prepare for progression to Level 2

General education plus an interest and enthusiasm for
study in the chosen area

College Certificates
NVQ 1
OCR - Starting Out
NCFE

New 14-19 Foundation
Diploma
BTEC Introductory Diploma

Qualifications giving direct entry to craft and junior level
employment positions and/or progression to Level 3

Grades D/E in some GCSEs and/or successful completion
of a Foundation Level 1 course and/or equivalent
experience. Some courses may require higher grades

BTEC First Diploma
Specialist Diploma
GCSE

NVQ2
New Higher Diploma

Equivalent to GCE A Levels, giving direct entry to
technician and middle level employment and/or
progression to Level 4

Minimum of 4 GCSEs at C or above (specific subjects may
be required), and/or successful achievement of a Level 2
qualification with a minimum of a merit and/or equivalent
experience

BTEC National Diploma and
other Vocational Diplomas
NVQ3
National Certificate
National Award

GCE A Level
New 14-19 Advanced 

Diploma

Higher National Diplomas and First Degree level giving
direct entry to professional level employment/training

National Diploma or other Vocational Diplomas, GCE A
Levels, Access to HE Certificate in a related subject, Art
Foundation course, University Foundation Programme,
NVQ3

Higher National
Certificate/Diploma

Foundation Degree
NVQ4/5

BTEC Introductory Diploma Art, Design & Media BTEC First Diploma Art & Design
BTEC First Diploma Art & Design (19+)

New 14-19 Creative & Media Advanced Diploma Art & 
Design

BTEC National Diploma Art & Design 
BTEC Foundation Diploma Art & Design  
Access to HE Art & Design (19+)

NVQ Level 1 Business & Administration
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Business, 

Administration & Finance
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Retail Business

NVQ Level 2 Business & Administration
BTEC First Diploma Business/Retail
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Business, Administration &

Finance
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Retail Business

NVQ Level 3 Advanced Administration/Personal Assistant
BTEC National Diploma Business 
Award Business & Accounting (BTEC National Award

Business & AAT Certificate in Accounting) 
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Business, Administration 

& Finance
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Retail Business
Access to HE Business Management

NVQ Level 1 Basic Catering
NVQ Level 1 Foundation Food Preparation/Food Service
Diploma Introduction to Professional Cookery
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Hospitality

NVQ Level 2 Professional Catering Food, Preparation/Food 
Service

NVQ Level 2 Intensive Chefs Programme
NVQ Level 2 Reception
Diploma in Professional Cookery
New 14-19 Higher Diploma in Hospitality

NVQ Level 3 Advanced Professional Chef
BTEC National Certificate Hospitality Supervision 
BTEC National Diploma Hospitality Supervision

New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Society, Health & 
Development

CACHE Foundation Award Caring for Children
BTEC Introductory Diploma Health & Social Care

New 14-19 Foundation Diploma IT 
iMedia & Computing

CACHE Level 2 Diploma Childcare & Education
BTEC Level 2 Diploma Health & Social Care
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Society, Health & Development
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Public Sector Services

BTEC National Diploma Social Care
BTEC National Diploma Children’s Care, Learning &

Development
BTEC National Diploma Health Studies
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Society, Health &

Development
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Public Sector Services
CACHE Level 3 Diploma Childcare & Education
Access to HE Nursing/Social Work

Foundation Degree Early Years, Childcare & Education

BTEC First Diploma ICT Practitioners
New 14-19 Higher Diploma IT

BTEC National Diploma for IT Practitioners
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma in IT

Level 2 Diploma Bricklaying
Level 2 Diploma Site Carpentry
Certificate Heating & Ventilation (Domestic)
Certificate Plumbing
Intermediate Electrical Installations
BTEC First Diploma Construction
New 14-19 Higher Level Diploma Construction & 

the Built Environment

Level 1 Diploma Bricklaying
Level 1 Diploma Carpentry & Joinery
BTEC Introductory Diploma Construction
NVQ Level 1 Introduction to Electrical Installations
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Construction & the 

Built Environment

Certificate Plumbing
BTEC National Diploma Construction
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Construction & the 

Built Environment

HNC Construction
Foundation Degree Construction

IMI Introduction to Vehicle Technology

Vocational Pathways
Prince’s Trust

BTEC Introductory Diplomas: Art, Design & Media; 
Construction; IT; Health & Social Care; Business; Retail & 
Administration

Options, Young Options, Prince’s Trust
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Environmental & 

Land Based

EAL NVQ Level 1 Performing Engineering Operations
IMI Level 1 Award Motor Vehicle Maintenance & Repair 

(Light Vehicle Route)
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Engineering

IMI Certificate Vehicle Technology & Customer Service
IMI Certificate Motor Vehicle Maintenance & Repair 

(Light Vehicle Route)
EAL Intermediate Certificate Engineering & Technology
New 14-19 Higher Level Diploma Engineering

EAL Advanced Diploma Engineering & Technology
IMI Diploma Vehicle Service & Repair (Light Vehicle Route)
BTEC National Diploma Motor Vehicle Technology
BTEC National Qualifications Engineering
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Engineering

EFL Beginners, Summer School, Short Courses, 
Study Abroad
ESOL courses (& pre-entry level)
IELTS Test Preparation

KET Key English Test
Summer School, Short Courses, Study Abroad
IELTS Test Preparation
ESOL courses

PET Preliminary English Test
Summer School, Short courses, Study Abroad
IELTS Test Preparation
ESOL courses

FCE First Certificate English, IELTS Test Preparation,
Summer School, Short Courses, Study Abroad
International Foundation Business or Science
A Levels, Training Programmes

CAE Advanced English, CPE Proficiency in English, English
& other subjects, English for Professionals, English with
work placement, IELTS Test Prep, Summer School, Short
Courses, Study Abroad, CELTA, HNC & HNDs

GCSE English Language 
GCSE Human Physiology & Health
GCSE Mathematics
GCSE Photography
GCSE Psychology

NVQ Level 3 Hairdressing
NVQ Level 3 Beauty Therapy
BTEC National Diploma Beauty Therapy Sciences
Diploma Hair & Makeup Styling
NVQ Level 3 Spa Therapy
Diploma Image Styling for Performance
Diploma Complementary & Alternative Therapies
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Hair & Beauty Studies

NVQ Level 1 Beauty Therapy
NVQ Level 1 Hairdressing
New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Hair & Beauty Studies

New 14-19 Higher Diploma Hair & Beauty Studies
NVQ Level 2 Hairdressing
NVQ Level 2 Beauty Therapy
NVQ Level 2 Hairdressing & Beauty 
Certificate Holistic Therapy

BTEC Introductory Diploma Art, Design & Media BTEC First Diploma Media
BTEC First Diploma Music
BTEC First Diploma Music (DJ Technology)
BTEC First Diploma Performing Arts

National Award Video/Radio/Games Development
BTEC National Diploma Media - Radio Broadcast 

& Journalism
BTEC National Diploma Print Based Media
BTEC National Diploma Media - Film & Television
BTEC National Diploma Games Design & Development
BTEC National Diploma Music Practice or

Music Technology
BTEC National Diploma Performing Arts

(Musical Theatre or Acting or Dance) 
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Creative & Media 

(Performance & Event Management)

HNC Construction, Foundation Degree Construction
Foundation Degree Early Years, Childcare & Education 
Certificate in Higher Education

NCFE Certificate for Entry Uniformed Services/
Sports Studies

BTEC First Diploma Uniformed Services
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Public Sector Services

BTEC National Diploma Uniformed Services
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Public Sector Services

BTEC First Diploma Applied Science BTEC National Certificate/Diploma Applied Science 
(Medical Pathway)

BTEC National Diploma Forensic Science
BTEC National Diploma Laboratory & Industrial Science
Access to HE Environmental Science/Science/ 

Teaching (Science)

NCFE Certificate for Entry Uniformed Services/
Sports Studies

New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Sport & Active Leisure

BTEC First Diploma Sports Studies
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Sport & Active Leisure

National Award Sport
BTEC National Diploma Sports Studies 

(Development Coaching & Fitness)
Certificate Personal Trainer
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Sport & Active Leisure

Access to Higher Education (Various pathways)

PALS, Contex, Training in the Workplace, New to Work

BTEC First Diploma Travel & Tourism
Diploma Travel
New 14-19 Higher Diploma Travel & Tourism

BTEC National Certificate Travel & Tourism
New 14-19 Advanced Diploma Travel & Tourism

Introduction to Beauty Therapy
Introduction to Hairdressing

Introductory Diploma Applied Science

The Arts

Business & Office
Administration

Care, Health, Social Care, &
Public Sector Services

Catering, Hospitality & Front of
House Services

Computing & IT

Construction

Engineering

English as a Foreign Language &
other programmes for International
students

GCSEs & Initial Studies

Access to Higher Education,
Higher Education

Hairdressing & Beauty Therapy

Media, Music & Performing Arts

Public/Uniformed Services

Science

Sports Studies

Supportive Education

Travel & Tourism

COURSE OVERVIEW 2010/2011

MMC Modern Methods of Construction Environmental Management Diploma (Level 2/3)Construction:
Centre of Sustainable Development

New 14-19 Foundation Diploma Travel & Tourism

Apprenticeships in a range of occupational areas
TYRO Level 2, ITQ

Advanced Apprenticeships in a range of
occupational areas, ITQ

Progression Pathway to Apprenticeships TYRO Level 1Apprenticeships/Work Based
Learning



Deciding on the right course to study can be daunting. Here is a simple guide to help you find your way through the wide range of
courses available. First read this spread to find out what level best suits your aims and check the entry requirements in Table 1 overleaf.

Then turn to the Course Overview to check out what courses are available at your level in the subjects you want to study.

Please note that many factors are taken into consideration before you are placed on a specific course; overleaf is a brief summary of
our general entry requirements but we will also take into account the outcomes of initial assessment, literacy & numeracy results and
references from your previous school.

More information about course qualification levels can be gained at www.lsc.gov.uk or www.purplepigeon.net. Use our website
www.camre.ac.uk or www.cambscoursefinder.com to search for courses, qualifications and training opportunities for 14-19 year olds in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

For our latest course information visit: 
www.camre.ac.uk

COURSES & QUALIFICATIONS PROVIDED BY CRC

1Course Enquiries: 01223 226315/418249Email: enquiry@camre.ac.ukwww.camre.ac.uk

BTEC Nationals - Awards, Certificates &Diplomas 
These provide broad based vocational education in a subject area.

Vocationally specific qualifications related to job roles in industry, e.g.
�CACHE Certificates &Diplomas in Early Years/Childcare 
�EAL Certificates &Diplomas in Engineering 
�IMI Certificates &Diplomas in the Motor Vehicle industry 
�VTCT Certificates &Diplomas in Hairdressing, Beauty & Spa work

National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ)
NVQs provide more specific skills based training leading to
employment in particular industries.

Courses/qualifications are available at: 

Level 2 (equivalent to 5 GCSE grades A*-C)
Level 3 (equivalent to 2-5 GCE A Levels)

There are also many courses/qualifications available at Entry or Level 1.
They are provided for students who are not yet ready to take a Level 2
course. In some cases, this is to ensure a good grounding in the skills
needed for specific occupations/jobs - usually students progress to Level
2 courses from the Entry /Level 1 programmes before securing
employment.

Apprenticeships
We work with over 400 local employers to offer training for people
aged 16-24 and beyond. Whether you are looking for a job that
enables you to carry on learning, or are already in employment and
want to gain further qualifications, an Apprenticeship could be for you. 

New 14-19 Diplomas
The Diploma is a new qualification for 14-19 year olds and offers a
mix of classroom learning, creative thinking and hands on experience.
The courses at CRC have been developed with local, regional and
national employers to provide students with a realistic experience of the
relevant industries. The new Diploma is designed to develop the skills
and knowledge you need to progress into the workplace or onto an
Apprenticeship, Further Education or Higher Education. They comprise:
�Principal learning related to your chosen vocational area
�Functional Skills inEnglish, Maths and ICT
�Personal learning and thinking skills
�Work experience
�A completed project
�Additional specialist learning to give you the opportunity to achieve     

further qualification(s) to support your progression

Functional Skills 
Functional skills on full-time courses
As a full-time student at the College, you will develop your Functional
English, Maths and ICT skills through your studies as well as your
vocational and/or occupational skills. If you are studying on one of the
new 14-19 Diploma programmes, you will need to pass functional skills
assessments in English, Maths and ICT at a specific level in order to gain
the Diploma qualification.

If you are on any other full time programme, your tutors will advise you
on exactly what functional skills you will study. This will depend on your
GCSE results, the course you are enrolled on and an Initial Assessment of
your skills. This will form part of your personalised learning plan.  

Our aim is to enable you to show you can apply some of the skills you
have already learned in your previous study of English, Maths and ICT to
your other studies and at work.  

For example, you may know how to add, subtract, divide and multiply,
but could you apply them to a fundraising event, plumbing a house,
organising a rock concert, running a business or applying to university?
Equally as part of any of the examples you may have to write a letter,
talk to customers, use ICT to present a business plan, research a venue
or complete your UCAS application.

Your knowledge will be tested through externally set assessments.

Developing English, Maths and ICT skills on Apprenticeships
These skills are also developed on Apprenticeship and Advanced
Apprenticeship programmes but through Key Skills qualifications, which
are assessed differently to Functional skills qualifications, through both
portfolios and external tests. All Apprenticeship frameworks include a
requirement to achieve at least Communication and Application of
Number at a particular level in order to successfully complete the
Apprenticeship programme.
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SUMMARY OF THE LEVELS

ENTRY + LEVEL 1
These qualifications are for students who are not yet ready to take
Level 2 courses (equivalent to 5 GCSEs A* to C). 

�BTEC Introductory Diplomas
These are courses providing a broad vocational introduction and 
allow progression to BTECFirst Diplomas.

�NVQ1 - National Vocational Qualifications
These are work-related qualifications that provide the skills for you
to progress to NVQ2 and into employment. They can be studied 
full-time or through a mix of work and training. 

�Other Vocational Diplomas
Vocational Diplomas for some subjects and occupations are 
provided through specialist diploma awarding bodies. They 
provide similar programmes to those delivered via BTEC/NVQ 1. 

�The new 14-19 Foundation Diploma
A new qualification for 14-19 year olds, the Diploma is a 
combination of existing qualifications and purpose-designed 
qualifications. Equivalent to 5 GCSEs grade D to G. 

LEVEL 2
�BTEC First Diploma

These are courses for people interested in a broad area of 
work. They last one year and can lead to employment, 
training or further courses. If you wish to progress to a Level 
3 qualification, you will need to achieve a minimum of a 
merit at this level.

�NVQ2 - National Vocational Qualifications
These are work-related qualifications to provide you with the skills
to move into specific jobs and careers. They can be studied 
full-time, through a mix of work and training, and through 
Apprenticeships. 

�GCSEs - General Certificate of Secondary Education 
It usually takes one academic year to complete a full GCSE 
at CRC. We offer a limited range of targeted subjects. 
Assessment is usually a combination of coursework, assignments 
and exams.

�The new 14-19 Higher Diploma
A new qualification for 14-19 year olds that is an alternative 
to traditional qualifications. The Diploma is a combination of 
existing qualifications and purpose-designed qualifications. 
Equivalent to 7 GCSEs grade A* to C.

LEVEL 3
All Level 3 advanced qualifications can lead to Higher
Education, and/or entry to professional level jobs and
careers. With 4 or more GCSEs at grade C or above, you
can look at the following qualifications:

�BTEC National Qualifications 
These vocational courses are ideal for those who want to 
develop specific work-related skills and relevant knowledge. 
BTEC Qualifications come in 3 sizes: 
�National Diploma - 18 units = 3 A Levels
�National Certificate - 12 units = 2 

A Levels = 12 unit Vocational A Level
�National Award - 6 units = 1 A Level = 6 unit Vocational 

A Level
Depending on the size, you can combine these with other 
Advanced Level qualifications. 

LEVEL 3...continued
�Other Vocational Diplomas

Accredited by national awarding bodies, such as those in childcare, 
and recognised fully within the relevant occupations and industries, 
these are similar in content and outcome to National Diplomas.

�NVQ3 – National Vocational Qualifications
These are work-related qualifications which train you for a specific 
job. They can be studied full-time or through a mix of work and 
training (often with an Apprenticeship). They provide the base 
qualification to move on to good careers, higher education or to
NVQ Level 4.

�The new 14-19 Advanced Diploma
A new qualification for 14-19 year olds that is an alternative to 
traditional qualifications. The Advanced Diploma is equivalent to 
3 - 5 A Levels. The Diploma is a combination of existing 
qualifications and purpose-designed qualifications. 

LEVEL 4
In the future you may be thinking of full or part-time study
at university or college. Here are the main options:

�Art Foundation courses 
These are one year Art Foundation courses for students who have 
studied A Levels or other Level 3 courses, and who need to 
complete a foundation course before moving to Higher Education. 
Foundation years aim to bring the necessary subjects up to the 
required standard for entry to a degree programme. 

�Higher National Diplomas/Certificates (HND/HNC)
Usual entry requirements are an A Level, a BTEC National or 
another Level 3 course. A HND is a vocational course that usually 
lasts two years full-time (three years if sandwich), longer part-time. 
HND students who do well in their first year can sometimes transfer 
onto a Degree course in a related subject. Most move to a Degree 
course after they have achieved their HND, taking another one-two 
years to complete their Degree. HNCs are the part-time equivalent of
an HND.

�Foundation Degrees
These are vocational courses developed by the government and 
industry to reflect local skills needs. They are mainly part- time and 
last two to three years. Entry qualifications are similar to those for a 
HND. Upgrading to an honours degree is possible with 18 months’ 
extra study.

�Degree courses
Usual entry requirements: 5 GCSEs grade A - C, plus 2 A Levels or 
a Vocational A Level (12 units) or a BTEC National Qualification (18
or 12 units). First Degrees usually last three to four years full-time, 
longer if you study part-time or by distance learning. Some courses 
are ‘sandwich’ which means you have one or more period(s) of work
experience as part of the course.

�NVQ4 – National Vocational Qualifications
If you start in work or training you could be working towards 
an NVQ at Level 3 and progress to Level 4. 

first for training & skills

Quickview coursefinder
2010/2011

for courses at CRC
Course Enquiries l 01223 226315/418249

Email l enquiry@camre.ac.uk
www.camre.ac.uk

OPEN DAYS & EVENINGS
We always encourage you to see for yourself how we can help you
achieve your goals. Come and have a look around the College at
one of our Open Days or Evenings, meet our staff and students and
experience our excellent facilities. 

Visit the College on:
Friday 6 November 2009 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Saturday 7 November 2009 9.30am - 1pm
Saturday 13 March 2010 9.30am - 1pm
Saturday 15 May 2010 9.30am - 1pm

TERM DATES
Autumn Term 2010 Mon 13 September -

Fri 17 December 2010

Learner Progress Review Day*  Wed 20 October 2010
Half Term Mon 25 - Fri 29 October 2010
Christmas Holiday Mon 20 December 2010 -

Mon 3 January 2011

Spring Term 2011 Tue 4 January - Thu 7 April 2011

Learner Progress Review Day* Tue 15 February 2011
Half Term Mon 21 - Fri 25 February 2011
Learner Progress Review Day* Fri 8 April 2011
Easter Holiday Mon 11 April - Mon 25 April 2011 

Summer Term 2011 Tue 26 April - Wed 13 July 2011

May Day Holidays Mon 2 May 2011 and
Mon 30 May 2011

Learner Progress Review Day* Tue 31 May 2011

* On Learner Progress Review Days students are not in College.

Term dates are believed to be accurate at time of going to print, but may be
subject to change.

YEAR 9 AND 10 STUDENTS
If you are currently in Years 9 or 10 at school you may like to start thinking about what to do when you finish Year 11. The subjects and qualifications
you study over Years 10 and 11 could help set you up for the career or College course you want later on.

To help you decide what to study in Years 10 and 11, you might want to ask yourself what you enjoy doing and what you are good at. If you already
have a career in mind, it is worth finding out if there are particular subjects you need to take and all possible routes to get there. It is a good idea to
keep your options open by choosing a wide range of subjects. Your school tutors and Connexions Advisor will be able to help you make the right
decision. 

If you are thinking of coming to College one day, this Course Finder will give you an idea of the type of subjects you can study and the courses we offer
at Cambridge Regional College (CRC). Courses do change year on year, so it’s important that you keep a look out for our new prospectuses over the
coming years. These normally come out in September and will be available from your school or through our website www.camre.ac.uk. 

The College holds Open Days throughout the year and we’d encourage you to come and have a look around. 

The College also organises Opportunity Days for Year 10 students. These are usually run at the end of the summer term and give you a chance to get 
a feel for what it is really like to study at CRC. Your school will give you details of these nearer the time.

I like that my course is day release, which means that
I benefit from learning while working and experiencing
what the catering trade is really like.  I am hoping to
use my new skills to further progress my career as a
chef.  I have thoroughly enjoyed the course, as I have
met lots of new people and gained many new skills.

“

”Nathan Simpson
Apprenticeship Professional Cookery
Secondary School: Manor Community College

Cambridge Regional College
Science Park campus, Kings Hedges Road, Cambridge CB4 2QT


